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Our State of Theology – 9i(7)b
Galatians 5:19-21: Acts of the Sinful Nature

Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV)
19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies,
21envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like;
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you
in time past, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
- The works of the flesh are broken down in several

categories.

� Works associated with sexual immorality

� Works associated with idolatry

� Works associated with interpersonal relationships

� Works associated with drunkenness1

� This is not intended to be a complete list, but
rather a representation of common problem areas.2

- When looking at the list of the works of the flesh,
many will say to themselves, that they’ve never
committed any of these sins. As we review each sin in
the eyes of Scripture, don’t be surprised to find that
perhaps you have violated one or more of these sins.

Sex-Related Sins
Adultery

- Adultery = μοιχεία moicheia = (Some manuscripts
include adultery, others do not.) Unfaithfulness in the
marriage relationship.

Fornication
- Fornication = πορνεία porneia = to engage in sexual

immorality of any kind.3

� Fornication is called such on account of the
arches, those theatrical places and brothels that
were constructed among the arches, namely, the
open places.4

4 Haimo of Auxerre, “Complete Galatians,” in The Letter to the Galatians, ed.
Ian Christopher Levy, The Bible in Medieval Tradition (Grand Rapids,
MI;Cambridge, U.K.: Eerdmans, 2011), 119.

3 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 770.

2 Mark Strauss, Galatians Thru Philemon, vol. 11, Layman’s Bible Commentary
(Barbour Publishing, 2008), 30.

1 Ralph W. Harris, ed., Galatians–Philemon, The Complete Biblical Library:
Study Bible (WORDsearch, 2009), 81.

� In Latin, the term fornix means arch or vault, as
well as brothel. In ancient Rome, prostitutes
wait-ed for their customers out of the rain under
vaulted ceilings, and fornix became a euphemism for
brothels, and the Latin verb fornicare referred to a
man visiting a brothel.

Uncleanness
- Uncleanness = ἀκαθαρσία akatharsia = Moral

uncleanness. Perhaps no sexual act has taken place, but
the person exhibits a crudeness or insensitivity in
sexual matters that offends others.

� An example today would be the excessive use of
sexual humor (or what is supposed to be humor),
where people make statements with a sexual
double meaning.5

� It seems that everything that comes out of an
unclean person is foul.

Mark 7:1–23 (NIV84)
1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law
who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus
and
2saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that
were “unclean,” that is, unwashed.
3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they
give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the
tradition of the elders.
4When they come from the marketplace they do not
eat unless they wash. And they observe many other
traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and
kettles.)
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus,
“Why don’t your disciples live according to the
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with
‘unclean’ hands?”
6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied
about you hypocrites; as it is written: “ ‘These people
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from
me.
7They worship me in vain; their teachings are but
rules taught by men.’
8You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to the traditions of men.”

5 Bruce B. Barton, Galatians, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, IL:
Tyndale House, 1994), 183.
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9And he said to them: “You have a fine way of setting
aside the commands of God in order to observe your
own traditions!
10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses his father or
mother must be put to death.’
11But you say that if a man says to his father or
mother: ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have
received from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift devoted to
God),
12then you no longer let him do anything for his father
or mother.
13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition
that you have handed down. And you do many things
like that.”
- Jesus confronts them with their practice of “Corban,” a

gift devoted to God. The Pharisees allowed people to
devote money or property to the temple treasury while
still keeping it for their lifetime. Rather conveniently,
the property then could be kept from their aged
parents. This was one way the religious leaders
nullified God’s command, to honor your father and
mother, for the sake of their traditions.6

- Nullify = ἀκυρόω akyroō = to refuse to recognize the
force or power of something—‘to invalidate the
authority of, to reject, to disregard.’

� People had regarded traditions as having greater
authority than the word of God.7

14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said,
“Listen to me, everyone, and understand this.
15Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by
going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man
that makes him ‘unclean.’”
17After he had left the crowd and entered the house,
his disciples asked him about this parable.
18“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that
nothing that enters a man from the outside can make
him ‘unclean’?
19For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his stomach,
and then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus
declared all foods “clean.”)
20He went on: “What comes out of a man is what
makes him ‘unclean.’
21For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,
22greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander,
arrogance and folly.

7 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 682.

6 David Gundersen, “Psalms,” in The NIV Grace and Truth Study Bible, ed. R.
Albert Mohler Jr. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2021), 1359.

23All these evils come from inside and make a man
‘unclean.’ ”
- Pharisaism taught that defilement worked its way into

the man, from the outside to the inside; Jesus
expressed the reverse, defilement comes from within.

� Neither food or nourishment makes the man
unclean, rather what comes out of his mouth, his
language, is an expression of his thoughts and
character.

� Inner moral cleansing could not come through the
keeping of ceremonial purification rites, rather it
must come through a changed heart.8

- The Jews followed their religious ritual in an effort to
be spiritually clean.

- Failing to adhere to their traditions did not make a
person unclean, it was what came out of the mouth that
made a person unclean.

- The scribes and Pharisees accused Jesus’ disciples of
committing a transgression.

- The priests were required to wash their hands and feet
before ministering in the tabernacle (Ex. 30:20–21).

� But no such requirement was passed on to the
general public in connection with eating foods.

� The rabbis had added to the law of God.
- We can put all kinds of things into our mouths that are

harmful to our bodies, but nothing that goes in defiles
us before God. It is what comes out—our words, and
the filth, blasphemy, and slander they contain—that
causes defilement.9

Psalm 24:3–6 (NIV84)
3Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may
stand in his holy place?
4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does
not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.
5He will receive blessing from the LORD and
vindication from God his Savior.
6Such is the generation of those who seek him, who
seek your face, O God of Jacob. Selah
- To be clean involved more than rule-keeping. A pure

heart accompanied with good works is what makes a
man clean.

- Hands refers to one’s actions; heart refers to their
motives and intentions.

Titus 1:15–16 (NIV84)

9 Robert Charles Sproul, Matthew, St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 470-474.

8 Ralph W. Harris, ed., Mark, The Complete Biblical Library: Study Bible (World
Library Press, 1986), 193.
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15To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are
corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact,
both their minds and consciences are corrupted.
- Titus 1:15 (TLB)

15A person who is pure of heart sees goodness and
purity in everything; but a person whose own heart is
evil and untrusting finds evil in everything, for his
dirty mind and rebellious heart color all he sees and
hears.

16They claim to know God, but by their actions they
deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit
for doing anything good.
- How does a person become pure and righteous before

God? Men try to become acceptable to God by
works—by doing the works of religion, by doing good
and being good.

� This is where so many of the laws, rules, rituals,
and ceremonies of religion come from.

� These works are merely man’s desire to become
acceptable to God.

- Man feels the way to become acceptable is to be
religious and keep all the rules of religion.

� No religion and no man-made rule or work can
save a man from sin and death.

- Man cannot do enough good nor do enough works to
create a pure mind and conscience within himself that
has the absolute assurance of living forever.

� Why is that? Because no one is perfect; failure
brings on lack of assurance.

- If we are pure in Christ, then all things are pure to us.
- We do not have to worry about doing things to become

pure.

� We are pure—perfectly righteous and acceptable
to God because we are in Christ.

� Our faith is in Christ to make us pure, not in
religious rules.10

Colossians 2:20–23 (NIV84)
20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of
this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do
you submit to its rules:
21“Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”?
22These are all destined to perish with use, because
they are based on human commands and teachings.

10 Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1 Thessalonians–Philemon, Preacher’s
Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide,
2006), 305.

23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of
wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false
humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but
they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
- Colossians 2:23 (TLB)

23These rules may seem good, for rules of this kind
require strong devotion and are humiliating and hard
on the body, but they have no effect when it comes to
conquering a person’s evil thoughts and desires. They
only make him proud.

� External rituals do not change your heart.

Lewdness
Galatians 5:19 (NKJV)
19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
- Lewdness = ἀσέλγεια aselgeia = filthiness, indecency,

shamelessness. A chief characteristic of the behavior is
open and shameless indecency.

� ἀσέλγεια: ‘licentiousness’ [NRSV], ‘licentious
behavior, licentious deeds, extreme immorality’
[Louw-Nida Greek-English Lexicon].
‘debauchery’ [NIV, Revised English Bible],
‘sensuality’ [NASB], ‘lasciviousness’ [KJV],
‘promiscuity’ [GW], ‘depravity’ [NET], ‘eagerness
for lustful pleasure’ [NLT], ‘shameful deeds’
[Contemporary English Version], ‘indecent
actions’ [TEV]. This noun is also translated as a
verb phrase or clause: ‘taking part in sexual sins’
[New Century Version], ‘people are sensual.’11

- It means unrestrained evil thoughts and behavior.
- It is giving in to inhumane and lustful desires, a

readiness for any pleasure.
- It is a man who knows no restraint, a man who has

sinned so much that he no longer cares what people
say or think. It is something far more distasteful than
just doing wrong.

- The man who misbehaves usually tries to hide his
wrong, but a lascivious man does not care who knows
about his exploits or shame.

- He wants; therefore, he seeks to take and gratify.
- Decency and opinion do not matter.12

� Example: The flaunting of sin in Pride parades;
many actions that openly take place during the
Mardi Gras in New Orleans; the cruelty and
pillaging of many of the occupational troops that
remained in a defeated country after the war.

12 Leadership Ministries Worldwide, Galatians–Colossians, Preacher’s Outline &
Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996), 82.

11 Robert Stutzman, An Exegetical Summary of Galatians, 2nd ed. (Dallas, TX:
SIL International, 2008), 216.

Page 3 of 7

https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv73th1?ref=Bible.Tt1.15&off=1411&ctx=at+the+verse+means.+~If+we+are+pure+in+Ch
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv69ga?ref=Bible.Ga5.19-21&off=3760&ctx=ousness+(aselgeia)%3a+~filthiness%2c+indecenc
https://ref.ly/logosres/exgsum69ga?ref=Bible.Ga5.19&off=3752&ctx=naturally%E2%80%99+%5bSSA%5d.%0ad.~+%CE%B1%CC%93%CF%83%CE%B5%CC%81%CE%BB%CE%B3%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B1+(LN+88.2


Our State of Theology – 9i(7)b
The Fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5:1-26): Acts of the Sinful Nature

Ephesians 4:17–19 (NIV84)
17So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the
futility of their thinking.
18They are darkened in their understanding and
separated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their
hearts.
19Having lost all sensitivity (lewdness, NKJV), they
have given themselves over to sensuality so as to
indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual
lust for more.
- Ephesians 4:19 (NKJV)

19who, being past feeling, have given themselves over
to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
(Remember the description, listed above.)

- Ephesians 4:19 (HCSB)
19They became callous and gave themselves over to
promiscuity for the practice of every kind of impurity
with a desire for more and more.

- The word mind or thinking (v. 17) refers to more than
just the ability to reason.

� It refers to the capacity to think, plan, and make
moral judgments and lifestyle133 (their mindset).

� This could also be described as the set of
worldview assumptions that guide non-Christian
Gentiles in their thoughts about life and how they
live in light of these convictions.14

- In other words, be careful that you don’t adopt the
mindset of the unbeliever.

Sins Related to Idolatry
Idolatry

- Idolatry = εἰδωλολατρία eidōlolatria = the worship of
idols, whether mental or made by man’s hands; the
worship of some idea of what God is like, of an image
of God within a person’s mind; the giving of one’s
primary devotion (time and energy) to something other
than God.

- Idolatry is working up concepts and ideas of God that
are not true—ideas that are not true to the revelation of
the Scriptures and of Jesus Christ. Men have concepts
and ideas of what God is like. If their ideas are not
what Scripture and Jesus Christ say, then they are

14 Clinton E. Arnold, Ephesians, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 281.

133 J. Behm, “νοῦς,” TDNT, 4:958, says that it expresses “the inner orientation or
moral attitude.” E. Best, Ephesians, 417, is correct when he describes Paul’s use
of it here as “their ‘mindset,’ the total person viewed under the aspect of
thinking.”

worshipping an idol of their own mind.15

Colossians 3:5–8 (NIV84)
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry.
- Idolatry encompasses the worship of or desire for

things, as well as the worship of other gods.
6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.
7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once
lived.
8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language
from your lips.

Ephesians 5:5–7 (NIV84)
5For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or
greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of such things God’s wrath comes on those
who are disobedient.
7Therefore do not be partners with them.
- Brian Rosner: The greedy are “those with a strong

desire to acquire for themselves more and more money
and possessions, because they love, trust, and obey
wealth rather than God.”16

� Hmm, how many of us have committed this sin?
- In the Bible there is no more serious charge than that

of idolatry. Idolatry called for the strictest punishment,
prompted the most extreme measures of avoidance,
and was regarded as the chief identifying characteristic
of those who were the very antithesis of the people of
God, namely, the Gentiles.

� The punishment for idolatry was death.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (NIV84)
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one.
5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength.
- Idolatry is the ultimate expression of unfaithfulness to

God and for that reason is the occasion for severe
divine punishment.17

17 B. S. Rosner, “Idolatry,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, ed. T.
Desmond Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2000), 570.

16 Benjamin L. Merkle, “Ephesians,” in Ephesians–Philemon, ed. Iain M.
Duguid, James M. Hamilton Jr., and Jay Sklar, vol. XI, ESV Expository
Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018), 89.

15 Leadership Ministries Worldwide, The First & Second Epistle of Paul the
Apostle to the Corinthians, Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga,
TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996), 82, 90.
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Exodus 20:1–7 (NIV84)
1And God spoke all these words:
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3“You shall have no other gods before me.
4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form
of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath
or in the waters below.
5You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate me,
6but showing love to a thousand generations of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
7“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your
God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name.

Matthew 6:19–24 (NIV84)
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal.
20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal.
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.
22“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are
good, your whole body will be full of light.
23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be
full of darkness. If then the light within you is
darkness, how great is that darkness!
24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.
- Serve = δουλεύω douleuō = to serve, be occupied in

the service of, be devoted, subservient.18

To act or conduct oneself as one in total service to
another, perform the duties of a slave, serve,
obey.19

1 Timothy 6:6–10 (NIV84)
6But godliness with contentment is great gain.
7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can
take nothing out of it.

19 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 259.

18 William D. Mounce, Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New
Testament Words (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 1128.

8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with that.
9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and
a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that
plunge men into ruin and destruction.
10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Luke 12:13–21 (NIV84)
13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or
an arbiter between you?”
15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not
consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a
certain rich man produced a good crop.
17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no
place to store my crops.’
18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down
my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods.
19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good
things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat,
drink and be merry.” ’
20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will
get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up
things for himself but is not rich toward God.”
- The rich fool’s possessions became his idol.

Psalm 50:21 (NIV84)
21These things you have done and I kept silent; you
thought I was altogether like you. But I will rebuke
you and accuse you to your face.
- Because God did not strike them down when they

sinned, they assumed God approved of their evil.

� God’s silence was grace, but they perverted grace
to approve evil.20

- God accused the people of forgetting that the deity is
not “just like them,” willing to look the other way
when evil occurs or even able to approve of their sinful
actions.

� This is the ultimate form of anthropomorphizing

20 John G. Butler, Psalms, vol. 6, Analytical Bible Expositor (Clinton, IA: LBC
Publications, 2012), 284.
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(humanizing) God.21

� “The Man upstairs”

� Numbers 23:19 (NIV84)
19God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of
man, that he should change his mind. Does he
speak and then not act? Does he promise and not
fulfill?

- Idolatry includes shaping a god in your mind that lines
up with our ideas of life.

� Quoting Scriptures that back up the ideas we have
of the image of God that we’ve concocted in our
finite minds.

� Surrounding ourselves with teachers that tell us
what we want to hear.

2 Timothy 4:1–4 (NIV84)
1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will
judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:
2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction.
3For the time will come when men will not put up
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires,
they will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn
aside to myths.
- Myths = μῦθος mythos = traditional stories that explain

natural or social phenomena; myth does not mean a
completely fictitious story with no bearing in reality.
The accounts to which people are turning make sense
to those hearing them.22

- George T. Brooks: The time will come…

� When people will not accept sound doctrine.

� When people will reject the word of God.

� When the word of God will be viewed as useless.

� When untruth will be more appealing than the
truth.

- The time will come… the time has come.
- Market-driven philosophy: (This is a false narrative

being adopted by many churches today.) The church is

22 Douglas Mangum, ed., Lexham Context Commentary: New Testament, Lexham
Context Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), 2 Ti 4:1–5.

21 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP
Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ps 50:21.

in competition against the world. We’re fighting for
the minds and the thoughts and the ideals of men.
We’re basically fighting for the same consumers, the
same customers as the world is.

� The world is very good at capturing people’s
attention and capturing their affection and
capturing their hearts.

� The church, on the other hand, is very poor at
selling its product. We don’t know the
sophisticated means that the world uses and so
we’re losing out in the marketing battle.

� Evangelism should be viewed as a marketing
challenge, and the church should market the
gospel in the same way that all modern businesses
sell their products.

- George Barna: The goal in all marketing is, “To make
both the producer and the consumer satisfied.”

� So, anything that tends to leave the consumer
unsatisfied must be rejected and jettisoned.23

- So what are we to do?

� Live and work in the light of impending judgment.

� Live and work as one who is visible to God.

� Christ is the one who will judge the living and the
dead by His appearing and His Kingdom.

� You have been called by God to represent the Lord
Jesus Christ.24

- Charles Spurgeon: Message he gave two weeks after
he had resigned from the Baptist Union, the largest
Baptist group in the British Isles, due to their liberal
views. In his resignation letter he wrote: “It is our
solemn conviction that where there can be no real
spiritual communion there should be no pretence of
fellowship. Fellowship with known and vital error is
participation in sin.”25

“There are ages yet to come. If the Lord does not
speedily appear there will come another generation
and another. And all these generations will be tainted
and injured if we are not faithful to God and to His
truth today. We have come to a turning point in the
road. If we turn to the right, may hap our children and
our grandchildren’s children will go that way. But if
we turn to the left, generations yet unborn will curse

25 Fred Moritz, “Maranatha Is Fundamentalist,” ed. Larry R. Oats, Maranatha
Baptist Theological Journal Volume 1 1, no. 1 (2011): 44.

24 John F. MacArthur Jr., John MacArthur Sermon Archive (Panorama City, CA:
Grace to You, 2014).

23 John F. MacArthur Jr., John MacArthur Sermon Archive (Panorama City, CA:
Grace to You, 2014).
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our names for having been unfaithful to God and His
Word. I charge you, not only by your ancestry but by
your posterity that you seek to win the commendation
of your master that though you dwell where Satan’s
seat is you yet holdfast His name and do not deny His
faith.

“God, grant us faithfulness for the sake of the souls
around us. How is the world to be saved if the church
is false to her Lord? How are we to lift the masses if
our fulcrum is removed? If our gospel is uncertain?
What remains but increasing misery and despair. Stand
fast, my beloved, in the name of God. I your brother in
Christ entreat you to abide in the truth, quit yourselves
like men, be strong, the Lord sustain you for Jesus’
sake.”26

- O Lord, grant us Your grace to do this.

Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV)
19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies,
21envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like;
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you
in time past, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
- We’ll continue our teaching on the works of the flesh

next week, the Lord willing.

26 John F. MacArthur Jr., John MacArthur Sermon Archive (Panorama City, CA:
Grace to You, 2014).

Page 7 of 7

https://ref.ly/logosres/jhnmcrthrsrrchv?art=sermon.1993.29&off=36913&ctx=you+sirs%2c%E2%80%9D+he+said%2c+~%E2%80%9Cthere+are+ages+yet+

