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Our State of Theology – 9i(7)a
Galatians 5:19-21: Acts of the Sinful Nature

1 Corinthians 10:1–11 (NIV84), 12-13 (ESV)
1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact,
brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud
and that they all passed through the sea.
2They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and
in the sea.
3They all ate the same spiritual food
4and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank
from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and
that rock was Christ.
5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of
them; their bodies were scattered over the desert.
6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us
from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.
- Literally, to keep us from lusting after evil.
7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is
written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and
got up to indulge in pagan revelry.”
8We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of
them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of
them died.
9We should not test the Lord, as some of them
did—and were killed by snakes.
10And do not grumble, as some of them did—and
were killed by the destroying angel.
11These things happened to them as examples and
were written down as warnings for us, on whom the
fulfillment of the ages has come.
12 (ESV) Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands
take heed lest he fall.
- Don’t get the big head, thinking that you didn’t do any

of the things that those who fell in the wilderness did.
13 (ESV) No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to endure it.
- These verses are addressed “to those who are so

self-confident that they think that they have no need to
be watchful; and to those that are so despondent that
they think that it is useless to struggle with
temptation.”1

- Though we stand in a position of great privilege, we
should not use privilege as a basis for carelessness, but
rather we should beware that we don’t end up falling
like the Israelites did.

1 Archibald Robertson and Alfred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical
Commentary on the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians, International
Critical Commentary (New York: T&T Clark, 1911), 208.

� People in NT churches can be like the
privileged-yet-corrupt OT people who were
condemned.

� Christians should realize that all people are tempted,
and none of us are exempt from it. This should also
cause Christians to beware.2

- ABILITY TO BEAR TEMPTATION COMES FROM GRACE.
CHRYSOSTOM: Paul implies that there must be
temptations which we cannot bear. What are these?
Well, all of them in effect. For the ability to bear them
comes from God’s grace, which we obtain by asking
for it. God gives us patience and brings us speedy
deliverance. In this way the temptation becomes
bearable.3

- God, in His merciful and gracious love, provides for us
a way of escape.

- V. 13, Has overtaken = λαμβάνω lambanō = to take
into one’s possession, take, acquire;4 to seize

� To receive as merely a self-prompted action,

� without necessarily signifying a favorable reception.5

� To take hold of something or someone, with or without
force—‘to take hold of, to grasp, to grab.’6

- Temptation is allowed to seize or overtake a person,
when they voluntarily yield (“to receive as a
self-prompted action”) to that temptation.

Romans 6:12–16 (NIV84)
12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so
that you obey its evil desires.
13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves
to God, as those who have been brought from death to
life; and offer the parts of your body to him as
instruments of righteousness.
14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not
under law, but under grace.
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
law but under grace? By no means!

6 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 219.

5 W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White Jr., Vine’s Complete
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville, TN: T.
Nelson, 1996), 7.

4 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 583.

3 Gerald Lewis Bray, ed., 1–2 Corinthians, Ancient Christian Commentary on
Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999), 96.

2 Douglas Mangum, ed., Lexham Context Commentary: New Testament, Lexham
Context Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), 1 Co 10:12–13.
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16Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to
someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the
one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin,
which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? (Self-prompted action)
- You become a slave to sin, when you yield to its

temptation.

James 1:13–16 (NIV84)
13When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting
me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he
tempt anyone;
14but each one is tempted when, by his own evil
desire, he is dragged away and enticed.
15Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to
death.
16Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers.
- There is a persistent tradition in religious literature that

attributes evil to the Gods or to God or demonic
forces.

� Especially when misfortune or calamity strikes, the
tendency is to look for someone to blame and thereby
to evade personal responsibility.7

- Own = ἴδιος idios = pertaining to being the exclusive
property of someone—‘one’s own, one’s property.8

� Those evil desires are your exclusive property; they
belong to no one else; no one else can take
responsibility.

- Evil desire = ἐπιθυμία epithumia = a desire for
something forbidden or simply inordinate (excessive),
craving, lust.9

� To greatly desire to do or have something—‘to long
for, to desire very much.’10

� It’s the lust that drives you; motivates you.

� Example: Lovers of money are driven to make more
money to the point of excess (inordinate affection).
They are never satisfied.

- He is dragged away = ἐξέλκω exelkō = taken in tow by
his own desire(s).11

11 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 347.

10 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 289.

9 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 372.

8 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies,
1996), 557–558.

7 Ralph P. Martin, James, vol. 48, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word,
Incorporated, 1988), 34.

� To cause a change of belief so as to correspond more
with the beliefs of the person or factor causing the
change—‘to draw away, to lead away, to lure away
to.’12

� There is a change of thinking and belief that allows
one to be enticed into sin.

� To thwart this change of thinking and belief, we must
avail ourselves of the spiritual weapons of the full
armor of God, which consists of peace, truth,
righteousness, faith, love, light, the sword of the Spirit,
and salvation, along with prayer with God and God’s
Word.13

� 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV84)
3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war
as the world does.
4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to
demolish strongholds.
5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets
itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

� Effective spiritual warfare involves the demolition of
the enemy’s strongholds, which include arguments,
every pretention that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and thoughts that are not obedient
to Christ.

� The strongholds and captives do not represent people
to be overcome but ideas and opinions, perhaps even
policies.14

� “[We] have divine power to destroy strongholds.”
Sixteenth-century Scottish Reformer John Knox lived
by this motto: “With God, man is always in the
majority.” And with this majority, Christians can
destroy Satan’s strongholds (see Proverbs 21:22, A
wise man attacks the city of the mighty and pulls down
the stronghold in which the trust.). These strongholds
appear in many forms but are essentially the same;
they are the systems, schemes, structures, and
strategies that Satan designs to frustrate and obstruct
the progress of Christ’s gospel.15

- Enticed = δελεάζω deleazō = to arouse someone’s

15 Simon J. Kistemaker and William Hendriksen, Exposition of the Second
Epistle to the Corinthians, vol. 19, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 335.

14 Ernest Best, Second Corinthians, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching (Atlanta, GA: J. Knox Press, 1987), 93.

13 Simon J. Kistemaker and William Hendriksen, Exposition of the Second
Epistle to the Corinthians, vol. 19, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 335.

12 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 374.
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interest in something by clever measures, lure,
entice.16

� ‘To make sinning look attractive’ or ‘to make sin taste
good’ or ‘to wave sin in front of a person’s nose.17

- The great value of this passage is that it urges upon
man his personal responsibility for sin. No man was
ever born without desire for some wrong thing.

- If a man deliberately encourages and nourishes that
desire until it becomes full grown and monstrously
strong, it will inevitably issue in the action which is
sin—and that is the way to death.

- Such a thought—and all human experience admits it to
be true—must drive us to that grace of God which
alone can make and keep us clean, and which is
available to all.18

1 Peter 2:9–12 (NIV84)
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.
10Once you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.
11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in
the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war
against your soul.
12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
- Our sinful desires are (poised against our soul like an

expeditionary force). We are urged to keep a safe
distance from these desires. Failure to heed this
admonition will lead to personal defeat and dishonor to
the Name that he bears.19

- What things war against your soul? Where is the battle
in your life? Is it with your ambition? Do you have to
compromise your integrity to get what you want or to
achieve what you want to achieve?

- Each of us comes into the Christian life from a
different background and with different scars and
deeply ingrained habits, so that one man’s struggle is
another man’s ease. Nevertheless, each of us has a
battle, so every now and then we need to ask, “What is
churning up that conflict in my soul?”20

20 R. C. Sproul, 1-2 Peter, St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary (Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2011), 75–76.

19 Jay E. Adams, Trust and Obey: A Practical Commentary on First Peter (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979), 77.

18 William Barclay, ed., The Letters of James and Peter, The Daily Study Bible
Series (Philadelphia: Westminster John Knox Press, 1976), 53.

17 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), 774.

16 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 217.

Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV)
19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies,
21envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like;
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you
in time past, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
- Works = ἔργον ergon = It is to be understood as active

rather than passive, as referring to the deeds rather
than to the products of the evil nature.21

� Works are active deeds; the sinful nature manifests
itself in works, active deeds. These are deeds that
one chooses to carry out.

- Flesh = σάρξ sarx = Sin nature, not the material that
covers the bones of a human body.

- Evident = φανερός phaneros = being evident so as to
be readily known, visible, clear, plainly to be seen,
open, plain, evident, known.22

- The works of the flesh is broken down in several
categories.

� Works associated with sexual immorality

� Works associated with idolatry

� Works associated with interpersonal relationships

� Works associated with drunkenness23

� This is not intended to be a complete list, but rather a
representation of common problem areas.24

- When looking at the list of the works of the flesh,
many will say to themselves, that they’ve never
committed most of these sins. As we review each sin
in the eyes of Scripture, don’t be surprised to find that
perhaps you have violated more sins listed in Galatians
5:19-21 than you realized.

Sex-Related Sins
Adultery

- Adultery = μοιχεία moicheia = (Some manuscripts
include adultery, others do not.) Unfaithfulness in the
marriage relationship.

24 Mark Strauss, Galatians Thru Philemon, vol. 11, Layman’s Bible Commentary
(Barbour Publishing, 2008), 30.

23 Ralph W. Harris, ed., Galatians–Philemon, The Complete Biblical Library:
Study Bible (WORDsearch, 2009), 81.

22 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 1047.

21 Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: For
the English Reader, vol. 3 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 157.
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Exodus 20:14 (NIV84)
14“You shall not commit adultery.
- The Seventh Commandment.
- There were many Mosaic commandments, but only ten

were inscribed in stone. This was one of them.

Proverbs 6:30–35 (NIV84)
30Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his
hunger when he is starving.
31Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it
costs him all the wealth of his house.
32But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment;
whoever does so destroys himself.
33Blows and disgrace are his lot, and his shame will
never be wiped away;
34for jealousy arouses a husband’s fury, and he will
show no mercy when he takes revenge.
35He will not accept any compensation; he will refuse
the bribe, however great it is.

Matthew 5:27–30 (NIV84)
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit
adultery.’
28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in
his heart.
29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of
your body than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell.
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part
of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
- E. Stanley Jones: “If you think or act adultery, you do

not satisfy the sex urge; you pour oil on a fire to
quench it.” Sin begins in the mind, and if we nourish
it, we eventually commit the act.25

1 Corinthians 7:3–5 (ESV)
3The husband should give to his wife her conjugal
rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.
4For the wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband
does not have authority over his own body, but the
wife does.
5Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by
agreement for a limited time, that you may devote
yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so

25 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments,
ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1220.

that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of
self-control.
- God, in His grace, has given married couples a

solution to the temptation of lust to commit adultery.
- There is no excuse for adultery, but by ignoring these

verses, the temptation to sin in this area can increase.
- Obeying these verses is a deterrent against adultery.

Fornication
1 Corinthians 7:1–2 (ESV)
1Now concerning the matters about which you wrote:
“It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with
a woman.”
2But because of the temptation to sexual immorality
(fornication, KJV), each man should have his own wife
and each woman her own husband.
- V. 2, Marriage is an antidote to perversion and lust.26

- Hebrews 13:4 (NIV84)
4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage
bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all
the sexually immoral.

Genesis 2:18–25 (NIV84)
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
- Helper = ֵעזֶר (ʿē·zěr): helper, assistant, i.e., one who

assists and serves another with what is needed.27

19Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all
the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He
brought them to the man to see what he would name
them; and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name.
20So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds
of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam
no suitable helper was found.
21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the
man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.
22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the
man.
23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she
was taken out of man.”
- Matthew Henry: “God took the woman from the side

of the man, not out of his head to rule over him, nor
under his feet to be trampled under by him, but near
his heart to be loved by him, and under his arm to be

27 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains :
Hebrew (Old Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).

26 Ralph W. Harris, ed., Romans–Corinthians, The Complete Biblical Library:
Study Bible (WORDsearch, 2009), 329.
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cared for by him.”28

24For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh.
25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt
no shame.
- Marriage was to be monogamous (one spouse) and

heterosexual (male and female).
- Our gracious and loving God instituted marriage

which is also “the way of escape” from temptation to
commit sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 10:13) for
the unmarried person.

1 Corinthians 6:18–20 (NIV84)
18Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man
commits are outside his body, but he who sins
sexually sins against his own body.
19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own;
20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your body.
- Flee = φεύγω pheugō = to keep from doing something

by avoiding it because of its potential damage, flee
from, avoid, shun;29 elude.

- Augustine: It seems that the blessed apostle, through
whom Christ was speaking, wished to make the evil of
fornication greater than other sins. These others,
although they are committed through the body, do not
bind and subjugate the human soul to fleshly lust as
the overpowering force of sexual desire does. Only the
sexual act makes the soul mingle with the body,
fastening the one to the other with a kind of glue. The
result is that the person engaged in such vice has a
mind submerged and drowned in carnal lust and can
think of or intend nothing else.…30

Ephesians 5:1–3 (NIV84)
1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved
children
2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
3But among you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of
greed, because these are improper for God’s holy
people.

30 Robert Louis Wilken and Judith L. Kovacs, eds., 1 Corinthians: Interpreted by
Early Christian Commentators, trans. Judith L. Kovacs, The Church’s Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
2005), 100.

29 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 1052.

28 Rod Mattoon, Treasures from First Corinthians, vol. 1, Treasures from
Scripture Series (Springfield, IL: Rod Mattoon, 2012), 274.

- Note the importance of rejecting these sins: they are
not to be named even once among us. And the
command is an imperative: “Let it not be once
named”—not even mentioned once.

� You, that is, your body, is never to engage in
fornication, uncleanness, or covetous acts.

- Note another fact: such things are not even to be talked
about. They are not to be named, talked about, or
mentioned in our conversation.

� Immorality and indecent conversation and jokes are to
be the farthest thing from the mind of the believer who
follows God. God has nothing to do with such dirt and
filth.31

- He who is involved in fornication or adultery destroys
his soul, his inner person. The world doesn’t
understand this. The world thinks fornication is
nothing more than two bodies coming together in a
moment of ecstasy. But the Bible says it’s actually two
souls being joined as one. Thus, a person who engages
in fornication or lives in adultery will become only a
shell of a person, as layer after layer of his inner
person is stripped off with each different encounter.
That’s the tragedy of sexual sin. The issue is not
AIDS, sexually transmitted disease, or unwanted
pregnancy. The issue is that of losing part of one’s
soul.32

- Lust takes; love gives.

Psalm 119:36–37 (NIV84)
36Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward
selfish gain.
37Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve
my life according to your word.
- May this be our prayer as we strive to live for Jesus.
- We’ll continue learning about the acts of the sinful

nature and discover if we have violated any of them.

32 Jon Courson, Jon Courson’s Application Commentary (Nashville, TN: Thomas
Nelson, 2003), 1254.

31 Leadership Ministries Worldwide, Galatians–Colossians, The Preacher’s
Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide,
1996), 193.

Page 5 of 5

https://ref.ly/logosres/corinthianscb?ref=Bible.1Co6.15-18&off=7223&ctx=+through+the+body.%E2%80%A6%0a~It+seems+that+the+bl
https://ref.ly/logosres/corinthianscb?ref=Bible.1Co6.15-18&off=7223&ctx=+through+the+body.%E2%80%A6%0a~It+seems+that+the+bl
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+1052&off=4784&ctx=ospect+1+Cl+58%3a1.%0a%E2%91%A2+~to+keep+from+doing+s
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+1052&off=4784&ctx=ospect+1+Cl+58%3a1.%0a%E2%91%A2+~to+keep+from+doing+s
https://ref.ly/logosres/treasures67co1vol1?ref=Bible.1Co7.2&off=4575&ctx=Proverbs+5%3a18%E2%80%9319).%E2%80%9D%0a~Matthew+Henry+put+it
https://ref.ly/logosres/crsnappcom?ref=Bible.Eph5.3&off=153&ctx=g+to+Proverbs+6%3a32%2c+~he+who+is+involved+i
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv69ga?ref=Bible.Eph5.3&off=565&ctx=19+for+discussion).%0a~Note+the+importance+

